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BAND BOOSTERS

The Coahoma Band Boosters is the support organization for the Coahoma ISD Band Program.
All parents of band students are automatically Coahoma Band Boosters. The Band Boosters are
involved in raising money for Band Uniforms, Special Trips, Summer Band Camps, and other
financial needs of the band. It is impossible for this organization to function as intended without
support from all of the band parents. Each parent that has a child in band (6-12) is asked to help
the organization in any way that they can throughout the year. The Band Boosters meet at 6:00
PM on the first Tuesday of the month unless otherwise called by the booster president.
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DISCLAIMER
The rules set forth by Federal Law, Texas State Law, Texas Education Agency (TEA),
and University Interscholastic League (UIL) supersede that of any policies in this
handbook that are found to be in conflict. This handbook adopts policies that are more
stringent than those adopted by Coahoma ISD.

PURPOSE
This handbook is to serve as a guide to help students and parents understand policies
that will be followed on a daily basis in the Coahoma Band. Understand that it covers
some policies already set forth in the CISD Handbooks and additional policies that are
unique to the Coahoma Band. Students are required to follow all guidelines within.
Students are also expected to follow ALL rules and regulations set forth by the
organizations listed in the “Disclaimer” section. If an issue arises that is not covered in
this document, the Band Director will decide, at his own discretion, the appropriate
action.

ORGANIZATIONAL PHILOSOPHY
Coahoma Band Students will learn the importance of dependability, teamwork, and
music. Students will also learn that hard work is the only path that leads to success. By
doing this, students will be prepared to become valuable citizens and future leaders in
our society. Excellence is the expectation.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
In order to be admitted into the Coahoma Band the student must:
1. Be recommended for enrollment by the Band Director.
2. Have been enrolled in band and in good standing at the time of transfer to CISD

(transfer students).
3. Be able to read, write, count, and perform simple mathematical equations.
4. Be able to conform into a strict classroom structure where they will remain quiet and

still for the given rehearsal time.
5. Be able to learn and co-operate in a group atmosphere.
6. Understand that band is an academic class according to the State of Texas and be

willing to spend time daily outside of class practicing their instrument just as they
would do homework in any other class.

7. Be able to play a standard band instrument and read typical Grade 1 Sheet Music.
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In order to continue enrollment in the Coahoma Band after admittance the student must:
1. Show improvement on their instrument.
2. Practice their instrument on a regular basis.
3. Be free of constant discipline problems.
4. Maintain passing grades in all classes.
5. Attend all scheduled practices and performances.
6. Maintain a clean criminal record.

NOTE: Admittance and continued enrollment in the Coahoma Band is the decision of
the Band Director and Principal. Students that do not meet the above qualifications will
not be allowed to participate in the Coahoma Band. Students that change their schedule
out of band must have the approval of the Band Director and the High School Principal
and will not be allowed to rejoin the band program unless there is an extenuating
circumstance as decided by the Band Director.

STUDENT/PARENT COMPLAINTS
Students and parents are asked to follow CISD policy when dealing with complaints.
Complaints should be presented to the following people in order:
1. Assistant Band Director and/or Head Band Director
2. Principal
3. Superintendent
4. School Board

Occasionally, it is necessary to hire outside help such as clinicians or sponsors from
outside the school district. Those clinicians and sponsors are hired on a contract basis
and are not to be approached with complaints. In the event that a student or parent has
a complaint about a clinician or sponsor, they are asked to file the complaint with the
Band Director.

GENERAL REGULATIONS
Students in the Coahoma Band are viewed as “band students” even at times when they
are not formally participating in a band activity. Due to this, these students are expected
to be good examples to all other students in their classes and in the community.
Students that are in conflict with this philosophy will be removed from band at the
discretion of the Band Director and Principal.

Band members are expected to follow all CISD policies regarding appropriate student
behavior. Violation of policies related to destruction of school property, drugs, alcohol,
tobacco, smoking, fighting, knives or weapons, profanity, sexual harassment, stealing,
tardiness, or insubordination will be handled by existing school policy in addition to the
“CISD Band Consequences” as listed below.
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All negative student behavior (while in band, other classes, or in public) will be
evaluated by the Band Director and appropriate disciplinary action will be determined
based on the severity of the incident and its impact on the band.

CISD Band Consequences are as follows:
● Verbal Warning
● Dismissal from the rehearsal
● Lunch detention or after school detention
● Parent/Guardian Contact
● Office write-up
● Written or playing assignment to make up any lost instructional time
● Exclusion from a special band trip or festival
● Expulsion from band at the end of the semester
● Immediate expulsion from band with loss of credit
● Sent home at the parent’s expense (If away from school)
● Turned over to the local police
Three things will result in immediate expulsion from the Band Program:
● Theft of any kind
● Open defiance towards a band director (or other teaching staff)
● Any activity that could lead to the arrest and conviction of a student

In the unfortunate event that a student must be expelled from the band program,
parents are asked to consider that their child has received ample warnings and
opportunities to correct their behavior. Band is an elective in which the student must
truly want to participate. Actions speak louder than words and if a student doesn’t “act”
like they wants to be in band, they should work on making their actions match their
decision to join the band program.

These additional rules will be in effect when the band is at band practice or away from
school:
● While traveling on a bus, students are expected to behave in a manner that is not

distracting to the driver.
● While traveling on a bus, students are to: stay seated, keep feet off of the seat, and

maintain a low volume level.
● Students are to ride on the bus that they are assigned.
● Absolutely no public displays of affection are allowed.
● When arriving at the destination, students are to sit quietly and wait on the bus for

further instruction from the band directors.
● Students are expected to follow the itinerary as set forth by the Band Director.
● Students are not allowed to go anywhere that they do not have prior permission to

go.

DISMISSAL TO A PARENT/GUARDIAN
Students are expected to travel with the band to and from all activities. If a parent finds
it necessary to drive a student from a band activity, the following policy will apply:
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● Students may meet the band at their destination only with prior approval given by the
principal 24 hours in advance.

● Parents must sign out the student with the Band Director in the form of a written
letter that has been approved by the principal 24 hours in advance. Early dismissal
will not be permitted unless there is a special circumstance pre-approved by the
Band Director and Principal.

● Students are not permitted to ride home from an event with anyone other than their
parent/legal guardian (with prior permission) or the band bus.

ATTENDANCE AND SCHEDULE
The band competes and performs as a unit. If individuals are not present at rehearsals
or performances, the entire group is affected. The schedule is given to the students at
the beginning of the year so that students are aware of the band schedule well in
advance. Students are expected to make arrangements to attend ALL performances
and rehearsals (this includes after school and pre-school rehearsals).

A permanent schedule will be given to the students during the first few weeks of school.
In the event a change is made in a scheduled performance or rehearsal, students are
expected to make every effort to adapt to that change. If ample notice of the change is
not possible, the policy on absence will be adjusted accordingly.

An excused absence can only be granted with prior notification in writing. Emergency
situations require a phone call as soon as possible. In the event of an emergency
absence, the student should bring written documentation upon their return to school in
order for the absence to be excused.

Students that are/going to be absent from school must notify a director BEFORE the
scheduled practice or performance in order to be excused. Acceptable excused
absences are as follows:

● Severe personal illness
● Death in the family
● School related performances
● A once in a lifetime event; absences that a student wishes to be considered as a

“once in a lifetime” event must be submitted at least 2 weeks in advance of the
projected absence.

Absences from a contest must be requested at least 30 days in advance. The Band
Director will make the decision whether or not to excuse the absence on a case-by-case
manner. Work, dentist appointments (non-serious nature), orthodontist appointments,
outside-of-school organizational activities, club meetings (school or otherwise), and
non-serious family member illnesses will not be excused and will result in the proper
grade reduction. Dental emergencies (ie. severe toothache, tooth knocked out, abscess,
etc.) will be covered by the “severe personal illness” excuse. If a student is found to
have an attendance problem, regardless of the nature, the student may be excluded
from special activities or removed from band.
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ELIGIBILITY
TEA and UIL have strict policies when it comes to eligibility issues and extracurricular
events. Some activities the band participates in are curricular or academic, and others
are extracurricular. In order for a band student to participate fully in the band program,
they must make a 70% or higher in all of their classes. The exception to this rule may
apply to certain advanced courses. In the event that a student remains UIL eligible
within the guidelines of the course they are taking, that student may participate in UIL
events.

It takes many hours of preparation for the band to become a quality unit. If individuals
become ineligible, the band has to be re-taught and valuable time is lost. Students that
have excessive eligibility problems will be excluded from performances until a time
comes in which they can consistently remain eligible. Students that are ineligible for
more than three consecutive grading periods may be asked to choose an elective other
than band. Students that miss competitions or performances because they are ineligible
may be excluded from other band activities such as other performances or band trips.

In the event that a student becomes ineligible they will not be allowed to practice with
the contest band. Instead, they will be given alternate assignments in order to make up
for their lost time. TEA and UIL does not allow ineligible students to participate in
football games, pep-rallies, parades, or any competitions. THIS IS TEXAS STATE LAW.
However, ineligible students are allowed (and required) to participate in school concerts
in order to satisfy requirements in the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills.

GRADING & EXPECTATIONS
Grades will be earned based on the student’s ability to: demonstrate professionalism in
daily rehearsals, show musical ability and marked progress throughout the school year
and attendance of rehearsals and performances outside of the school day. Grades will
be divided into three categories. These categories are:

Daily Rehearsals
Each student is expected to participate in daily rehearsals and will receive one grade at
the end of the week for participation. Expectations for rehearsals can include:

● Following established routines for entering and exiting the band hall.
● Being at the designated area with all required materials on time.
● Bringing the required materials to every rehearsal.
● Keeping the rehearsal space clean and prepared for later rehearsals.
● Following established routines for bathroom breaks if a bathroom break is

necessary.
● Following established routines for talking during rehearsals such as raising

hands for questions, listening during instruction, refraining from talking over
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others, etc.
● Playing with the best sound at all times.
● Staying engaged during rehearsals during downtimes by fingering through

parts, reading ahead, checking fingerings, counting rhythms and using other
established practice procedures.

● Following all other school policies.
● Any other expectations a director chooses to implement in order to maintain

consistent and structured rehearsals.
Students’ grades are determined by how well they follow these expectations and any
other expectations that a director chooses to include over the course of the school year.
Students who are incapable of following these expectations will receive a lower daily
grade and may be subject to any of the CISD band consequences.

Outside of School Rehearsals & Evaluations
Rehearsals that take place outside of school are used to prepare for important
performances and therefore are mandatory. These rehearsals are placed on the
calendar at the beginning of the year or notice will be given in a timely manner to help
parents schedule around them. During these rehearsals, students are expected to
follow all of the same routines for daily rehearsals including any additional routines that
a director may implement for a specific rehearsal.

Evaluations are used to assess a student’s growing skill over the course of the school
year. They can include playing tests, chair tests, scale tests, preparation for
performances, worksheets, written tests or make-up work. The criteria for how
evaluations will be graded will be determined and announced prior to each evaluation.

Performances
Each student is required to attend all performances that the Coahoma Band participates
in. A grade will be given for each performance based on attendance. During these
performances, students are expected to follow all of the same routines for daily
rehearsals including any additional rules, routines or expectations that a director may
implement for a specific performance. These rules will be announced prior to each
performance and may include:

● Completing and returning required forms
● Following the itinerary for each specific performance
● Specific performance attire
● Rules of the performance venue
● How additional staff, performers or audience members are to be treated
● Specific rules for performances where the band must travel
● Proper concert etiquette for viewing other performing groups

Students may be removed from the performance with loss of credit if a student chooses
not to follow the expectations established prior to each performance.

Students who choose not to follow the expectations and established procedures for
daily rehearsals, out of school rehearsals, evaluations or performances may result in
receiving a lower grade in band or any of the CISD band consequences in addition to a
lower grade.
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6th Grade Calendar 2022 - 2023
December 1st After School Rehearsal @ 3:45 - 4:45 PM
December 2nd After School Rehearsal @ 3:45 - 4:45 PM
December 6th Christmas Concert @ 7:30 PM
April 26th After School Rehearsal @ 3:45 - 4:45 PM
April 27th After School Rehearsal @ 3:45 - 4:45 PM
May 2nd Spring Concert @ 7:30 PM
Date TBD Beginner Band Festival Performance

Required Materials
Measures of Success, Book 1

1 Inch Binder in Any Color
Clear Plastic Sheet Protectors

Pencils
(see Supply List for more details)

Junior High Band Calendar 2022 - 2023
October 7th Game Day With the Big Red Band (Time TBD)
December 6th Christmas Concert @ 7:30 PM
December 3rd All Region Band Auditions
January 17th Sectional Practices Begin
January 21st All Region Band Clinic & Concert
April 5th UIL Concert & Sight Reading Contest
May 2nd Spring Concert @ 7:30 PM
Date TBD Junior High Band Festival Performance
Date TBD Greenwood Music Festival

Required Materials
Measures of Success, Book 1

1 Inch Binder in Any Color
Clear Plastic Sheet Protectors

Pencils
(see Supply List for more details)
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Coahoma Junior High Band,

As a performing member of the Junior High Band, your student will have several performances
this year including pep rallies, multiple concerts and a couple of contests. For each of these
performances, the Junior High Band will have a performance uniform which includes black pants,
black socks and a band polo shirt. The students are responsible for providing their own black pants and
socks but are also responsible for purchasing the band polo shirt prior to their �rst performance. This
polo will be used for all performances during the student’s time in band for both their 7th & 8th Grade
years (Note: If your 8th Grade student still has their polo shirt from last year and can still �t it, they do
not have to purchase a new shirt). The cost of the polo shirt is $20. If your student needs to purchase a
polo shirt for the �rst time or a new one, please return this form with $20 by Friday, August 26th. If
you have any questions or concerns, please contact us.

Student: ____________________________________________     Size: ____________________

Parent Signature: ______________________________________   Date: ____________________

Daniel Money
Band Director

Coahoma Junior High
dmoney@coahoma.esc18.net

432.394.5000 x131
Remind: Text @coahomaju to 81010

Michael Cason
Band Director

Coahoma High School
mcason@coahoma.esc18.net

432.394.5000 x131
Remind: Text @coahomah to 81010
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BAND DIRECTOR CONTACT INFORMATION
Coahoma Junior High School Band

Michael Cason
Head Band Director
432.394.5000 ext 131
Email: mcason@coahoma.esc18.net
HS Remind: Text @coahomah to 81010

Daniel Money
Assistant Band Director
432.394.5000 ext 131
Email: dmoney@coahoma.esc18.net
JH Remind: Text @coahomaju to 81010

_____________________________________________________________________

PARENT HANDBOOK CONFIRMATION
Coahoma Junior High School Band

I have read, understand, and agree to all of the contents of the Coahoma Band
Handbook (available online at http://coahomaband.weebly.com/ensembles, a
physical copy can be provided by request). I understand all of the rules and
regulations that are all required to be a member of the Coahoma Band. I have also
read the “Disclaimer” and understand that a member of the Coahoma Band is held
to higher expectations than a "regular" student.

❏ I would like a hard copy of the band handbook
❏ I will view the handbook online at

http://coahomaband.weebly.com/ensembles

_______________________________________________ ___________
Parent/Legal Guardian Signature Date

_______________________________________________ ___________
Student Signature Date

_______________________________________________
Print Name
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INFORMACIÓN DE CONTACTO DEL DIRECTOR
DE BANDA

Banda de la escuela secundaria Coahoma

Michael Cason
Director de banda
432.394.5000 ext 131
Email: mcason@coahoma.esc18.net
HS Remind: Text @coahomah to 81010

Daniel Money
Asistente de dirección de banda
432.394.5000 ext 131
Email: dmoney@coahoma.esc18.net
JH Remind: Text @coahomaju to 81010

_____________________________________________________________________

CONFIRMACIÓN DEL MANUAL PARA PADRES
Banda de la escuela secundaria Coahoma

He leído, entiendo y estoy de acuerdo con todo el contenido del Manual de
Coahoma Band (disponible en línea en
http://coahomaband.weebly.com/ensembles, se puede proporcionar una copia física
a pedido). Entiendo todas las reglas y regulaciones que se requieren para ser
miembro de Coahoma Band. También he leído el "Descargo de responsabilidad" y
entiendo que un miembro de Coahoma Band tiene expectativas más altas que un
estudiante "regular".

❏ Me gustaría una copia impresa del manual de la banda.
❏ Veré el manual en línea en http://coahomaband.weebly.com/ensembles

_______________________________________________ ___________
Firma del padre / tutor legal Fecha

_______________________________________________ ___________
Firma del alumno Fecha

_______________________________________________
Nombre en letra de imprenta
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